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Media Watch

Music
The everest rocks
“I am going to beat it”, was the fi rst thought that came 
to James Chippendale’s mind when he found that he had 
an aggressive form of leukemia. He did not falter in his 
pursuit as he went along seeking the best cancer-care 
facilities, doctors, and medications. Ultimately, he reigned 
over the malady. Similar is the story of Mike Peters, 
the rock icon of Welsh band The Alarm. He has fought 
with cancer twice: in 1995 he was diagnosed with non-
Hodgkin lymphoma and in 2005 he was diagnosed with 
chronic lymphocytic leukemia. Both times he emerged 
triumphant.

These stories of battles against cancer reached new 
heights in October when Chippendale and Peters staged 
the highest ever rock concert Everest Rocks at the feet of the 
roof of the world—the base camp of Mount Everest. The 
gig was preceded by a 14-day trek through the Himalayas 
of the Khumbu region to the base camp at 5650 m. 
Shannon Foley, director of a US-based organisation Love 
Hope Strength Foundation that campaigns for better cancer 
treatment, was also involved in the project.

The fest gathered a team of 38 musicians, mountaineers, 
artists, cancer survivors, and supporters from around the 
globe to embark on the trek to raise funds for Bhaktapur 
Cancer Hospital, Kathmandu, Nepal. Everyone in the team 
had something to share about cancer. Like Chippendale 
and Peters, some were cancer survivors, some had lost their 
loved ones to cancer, and some were still receiving cancer 
treatment.

Musicians who took part in the event were Peters, Slim 
Jim Phantom of The Stray Cats, Glenn Tilbrook of Squeeze, 
Cy Curnin and Jamie West-Oram of The Fixx, and British 
folk singer Nick Harper. The group, which also consisted 
of famous mountainers such as Alan Hobson and Jake 
Norton, as well as other trekkers, headed off  to the base 
camp on the Oct 12, 2007. Each day, the group hiked 
closer towards the base camp, and at the end of the day’s 
journey made acoustic recordings. The hike was not easy. 
They fell on the snowy slopes; got battered and bruised. 
They survived snow storms and altitude sickness. Some 
of them were badly hit with food poisoning. They had to 
cope with progressively grimmer accommodation and 
the herculean challenge to keep power running at such an 
altitude. Despite the conditions, their fi ghting spirit kept 
them going. After 10 days, on a beautiful sunny morning, 
they reached the base camp and celebrated their strength 
together in staging the concert.

With the majestic beauty of Mount Everest in view, the 
team played humble songs to pay tribute to all patients 
with cancer and to inspire them to fi ght their disease. 
The notes fl oating in the Himalayan air were picked up 

by around 5 million people worldwide who watched the 
concert online.

According to the organisers, US$300 000 was raised to help 
Bhaktapur Cancer Hospital build a new clinic and enabling 
them to administer brachytherapy. The 42-bed hospital in 
Nepal’s capital city is the only non-profi t, charitable cancer 
hospital in the country. Cancer has never been high on the 
health agenda of Nepal; however, recent data have shown 
increased incidence of the disease. Unlike Chippendale 
and Peters who had access to the most up-to-date cancer 
treatment, people in Nepal have to grapple with the 
existing rickety cancer infrastructure for diagnosis and 
treatment.

In a fi nal press meeting in Kathmandu, the Everest Rocks 
group shared their excitement of the glorious moments 
spent on the mountain. But tears were brought on when 
a heart-rending poem by a survivor of tongue cancer was 
recited. The musicians played melodious Give Me Love, 
Hope and Strength to Carry on in an encore on Oct 29, 2007. 
The jubilant crowd in Kathmandu sang along with great 
vigour. This response was not only an acknowledgment 
of the overwhelming support that Everest Rocks had 
given them, but also a pledge to undertake a mission, as 
Chippendale and Peters have envisioned, to provide to 
other patients with cancer the support, care, facilities, and 
treatment that they have received.
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Mike Peters, left, performs at a concert with other artists in Kathmandu, Nepal

For the Everest Rocks 
journal see http://www.
lovehopestrength.com/everest/


